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with them) that I did not like to leave
them, provided they would stipulate to al-
low me, certainly^ what I deemed a reason-
able compensation for my assistance, which
they acknowledge they do not now allow;
and that, upon their doing this, I would con-
tinue to aid them. If you can contribute
the stipulated assistance to them in case you
accept N. W.'s proposal, I see no reason
why you should not do the latter too; for,
if you fulfill your engagements, you do them
no injustice. You may, in this case, as well
have two strings to your bow as not, and I
think I would advise to it, especially as the
' Columbian's' continuance is uncertain.1 I
would inform N. W. that some considera-
tion was necessary respecting his plan; but
that I was, upon the whole, inclined to think
I would join him, if he could get the other
gentlemen he mentioned to me to be con-
cerned. I think no cash is to be advanced
by you, upon his plan. It will be some
months before he can begin, and I would
not exclude myself from a chance."

Dr. Belknap's letters to Webster unfortu-

1 Nothing in these periodical ventures seems so certain
as their uncertainty.            ,